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A Hilarious Stage Acting Game with Reader's Theater™
for Your After-School Program

While many types of after-school programs provide important access, extension and support to children's
learning and social development, those that include the arts add a special dimension. Arts learning
experiences can alter the attitudes of young people toward themselves and each other. For example,
students involved in sustained theater arts (scene study, acting techniques, dramatic or musical theater
productions) often show improvement not only in reading proficiency, but also in self-control and motivation
and in empathy and tolerance for others. Learning in and through the arts can even help students overcome
the obstacles of disadvantaged backgrounds. For example, one of the Champions of Change reports, using
data from a study that followed over 25,000 students for 10 years, found that students consistently involved
in theater show significantly higher levels of mathematics proficiency by grade 12-regardless of their
socioeconomic status.

Plays, scripts, and reader's theater stories inherently come with built-in strategies to help students read
better. The acting out of story dialogue compels readers to work more closely with the text to interpret and

project meaning into the experience. As a result, students show improvement in vocabulary, comprehension
and retention.

Having fun is important! After being in school all day, kids are more engaged with after-school activities that
are fun! Obviously! But are the games being used providing any other benefit to students? Are students
requesting to play these games over and over? Students have so much fun with Take The Spotlight™ cards,
they don't realize they're improving their reading and speaking skills at the same time. They want to read
and act (and over-act) again and again with Take Center Stage™. What a great value for after-school
programs that students will request week after week, month after month.
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