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Webster/ Man Wendy/ Woman Mini 
Young Woman Farmer All Readers 

she bounced up over the fence and rolled towards her parents. They had not 
noticed that she was gone.  

Mini                             Hi, Mommy … hi, Daddy.  
Wendy                          Hi, sweetie, did you have fun with the other kids today? 
Mini                             Yes, it was fun.  
Narrator                        Mini looked at her parents with love in her eyes.  
Mini                             Daddy, you are the smartest melon in the whole patch, and Mommy, you are 

the sweetest.  
Webster                        Thank you, Mini. You know, that makes you the smartest and sweetest 

melon of all, no matter how small you are.  
Wendy                          That’s right, my sweet one. It’s okay to be little. 
Mini                             Yes, Mommy, I know. Now I really know. 
Narrator                        Mini hopped up and gave both her parents a kiss. She then turned and 

bounced away singing her little tune. 
Mini                             I’m a super hero, small and round.  
                                     Watch me bounce across the ground. 
                                     I might be small, but I’m supreme 
                                     I have vitamins and Lycopene.  
All Readers                  She’s a super hero, small and round.  
                                     Watch her bounce across the ground. 
                                     She is smaller than all the rest,  
                                     And that makes her the very best! 
 

The End 



The U.S. Department of Education has declared that “reading aloud is the single most important 
activity that parents can do with their children to ensure their future success … and that reading 
aloud should continue throughout the grades.”  
 
Playbooks® are designed to be read aloud, like a play, and are a fun, entertaining, and memorable 
activity that allows parents and their children to read aloud together at the same time. In a 
Playbook®, the text for each of the story’s characters is presented in a different color. This makes 
it easy to read like a play. Each of your readers chooses the character in the story they wish to 
play and the fun begins!  
 
Edited by credentialed teachers, the unique Playbook® Multi-Leveled format provides dialogue for 
the story’s characters at a variety of reading levels. Children are at an advantage when they can 
read at their own level with confidence and enthusiasm while still being exposed to richer 
vocabulary and sentence structure read by you or other readers in your family. Reading in an 
interactive and multi-leveled manner allows all your children to read with self assurance and 
enthusiasm, which can translate into higher confidence and self-esteem in the classroom.  
 
Reading a Playbook® story doesn’t require preparation nor does it take a lot of time. Discover how 
a Playbook® Reader’s Theater story makes reading enjoyable for the whole family.  Reading with 
your children encourages a passion for reading and teaches them that reading is valuable.  
Children of all ages and reading abilities, from Kindergarten to High School, benefit from reading 
aloud. As a child’s reading skills grow, his or her performance in many other school subject areas 
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CASTING THE CHARACTER ROLES 
 
Using “typical” age ranges and grade levels for most children, the various 
character parts in a Playbook® story accommodate three to four different 
reading levels. Some stories can include up to six levels.  The “Story 
Character Assignments” chart on the next page shows all the characters in 
your story, along with information as to the size and reading level of each 
role. To determine which reader should take each character role, use the 
Reading Level Chart on the bottom of the next page as a starting point for 
selecting the character parts. Your child’s reading ability may be higher or lower 
than his or her age or grade in school.  You can also determine the best level by 
having your child take the Playbook® Reading Test available on our website, 
www.playbooks.com/schools/readtest.htm. 
 
Another method for assigning character roles is to have everyone read the Character Summary section at the front of the 
Playbook® story, either silently or aloud.  Based on each person’s own reading comfort level, he or she picks one or more 
character parts, or a parent can simply cast all the parts based on what he or she believes is the best role and reading level 
for each reader.   
 
BRINGING THE STORY TO LIFE 
 
No memorization is necessary for reading a Playbook® Reader’s Theater story. As family members read their parts aloud, 
each from their own copy of the story, they act like their characters using gestures and expressions to bring the characters’ 
personalities to life.  They discover the story as it happens and can be as creative as they want. A Playbook® story makes 
reading a fun and engaging family activity rather than a task, and your family members will want to read it aloud over and 
over. As readers become more familiar and confident with reading their roles aloud, they may want to change the personality 
of their character or switch to a higher level role. This helps children grow in their reading ability.  
 
READING PERFORMANCE TIPS 
 
Reading aloud is an enjoyable and interactive experience that helps children develop fluency and confidence in their reading 
abilities.  At first a reader may feel uncomfortable reading his or her part aloud.  In this case, you may want to read the part 
aloud as a group or you can model the part and have the reader repeat after you.  If a reader makes a mistake, encourage 
him or her to correct the mistake and keep going.  Your supportive coaching will motivate the readers to reread and improve 
upon their previous efforts. 
 
Here are some other suggestions that can help readers enhance their reading performance. You may want to read these 
aloud to your group.  
 
• Get to know your character.  Ask yourself questions and imagine how the character would answer 

them.  Your responses will help you portray your character in the story. 
• Use the (cues) in the story text to help you with your vocal expression.  Be animated with your facial 

expressions, body gestures, and vary how you use your voice.  Try different voices or accents. 
• Use the punctuation marks in the sentences to guide you with vocal changes, pauses and reading pace. 
• Hold the book so your face can be seen and your voice can be heard. 
• Speak the character dialogue slowly and clearly so you can be understood.   
• Be a good listener while others are reading their parts. 
• Keep up and be ready to read when it’s your turn. 
• When others are reading their parts, be quiet and stand or sit still to minimize distractions. 
• Consider simple costumes to help you get into character such as wearing a pair of glasses or hat. 
• If you have an audience, involve them by looking up from the book and making eye contact. 
• Take your time, breathe deeply, relax and have fun!  

SETTING THE STAGE 
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To download and print additional copies of this page, visit www.playbooks.com/families/rra.shtml 
 

Stage 1 - Early Reader                              Kindergarten/1st Grade 
                                                                                   Typically Ages 4-6 

Stage 2 - Beginning Reader                                           Grades 1-2 
                                                                                   Typically Ages 5-8 

Stage 3 - Transitional Reader                                        Grades 2-3  
                                                                                   Typically Ages 6-9 

Stage 4 - Intermediate Reader                                        Grades 3-4 
                                                                                   Typically Ages 8-10 

Stage 5 - Advanced Reader                                            Grades 5-6 
                                                                                 Typically Ages 10-13 

Stage 6 - Expert Reader                                       Teen/Adult Reader 

 PLAYBOOK® READING LEVELS 

Presented in…. 

STORY CHARACTER ASSIGNMENTS 

Mini, the Super Watermelon 
 
 

  Story Character Assign your readers, and write them here. 
(Readers can take more than one role.) 

Young Woman 
5% of Story 
Stage  2 - Beginning Reader 

 

Wendy/ Woman 
9% of Story 
Stage 3 - Transitional Reader 

 

Mini 
18% of Story 
Stage 3 - Transitional Reader 

 

Farmer 
5% of Story 
Stage 4 - Intermediate Reader 

 

Webster/ Man 
9% of Story 
Stage 4 - Intermediate Reader 

 

All Reader Chorus 
10% of Story 
Stage  2 - Beginning Reader 

 All Readers 

Narrator   
44% of Story 
Stage  5 - Advanced Reader 
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The unique format of a Playbook® with character colorization and specialized readability levels is a proprietary method of book structure, writing, format, 
construction, re-construction, displaying and printing and is protected under U.S. Patent No’s  6,683,611 and 6,859,206 with additional patents pending. 
 

 
ENCOURAGING POSITIVE BEHAVIOR 
 
Reading aloud and performing as a character is so much fun that it’s easy for some children to get too 
excited and may distract other readers.  Before you start, ask the readers what they think are acceptable 
and not acceptable types of behavior while reading the story.  When children help to develop the 
guidelines, they feel ownership and will more likely follow their own rules and everyone receives the 
maximum benefit from this family activity.  Some ideas for redirecting attention might include using 
“Movie Director Language” such as, “cut,” “action,” or “quiet on the set.”   Make sure all the readers 
know what the signals mean and how they are supposed to respond before you start reading. 
 
REWARDING PERFORMANCE 
 
It’s always best to focus on what children do well instead of where they stumble.  Acknowledge each reader’s strengths 
which can range from good voice inflexion to great acting skills. Try using statements that begin with the phrases, “I like the 
way you...” or “I see how you…,” or “I notice….” You may want to incorporate a reading award system that tracks each 
reader’s progress, such as expression, articulation, good manners, and being ready to read. By reinforcing the positive, 
children are more likely to continue to improve and stay motivated to read more often, especially when it gains them positive 
attention from the adults in their lives whom they respect and love. 

 
READING ROLE MODELS AND BUILDING READING FLUENCY 
 
Modeling is a key component to building fluency.  Reading fluency is the ability to read a text 
accurately, quickly, smoothly, and with the right intonation and expression.  Fluency is important, 
because it helps children understand what they read.  Children learn reading fluency best when 
they listen to someone read more advanced text than what they can read on their own.  This is 
because children have a “higher listening comprehension” than “reading comprehension.”  
Reading a Multi-Leveled Playbook® helps parents and older siblings become the reading role 
models for younger children.  Playbooks® provide a reading dynamic that creates lifetime readers. 
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